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glow of the Black Country would illumine the night time of the midland counties. The one thought of high politics the other of low politics and it was only because public opinion could not focus its gaze on the internal break up of the country that Mr. Baldwin crept by on his path unnoticed. Twice during 1922 he had threatened to resign. It had not been because he considered affairs in Turkey were being mishandled but because he felt the Safeguarding of Industries Act was inadequate to deal with the threatening storm at home. "If," he had said, with a feigned loyalty that amounted to subtle scorn, "Mr. Lloyd George pulls off a success at Genoa the removal of all tariff walls in Europe will follow and the Industries Act will disappear with the rest." Since Mr. Cobden's day that has been the remotest "if" in political controversy. Actually he expressed his own views at the time of the Genoa Conference when he said that "we must export manufactured goods or starve." That was the real Mr. Baldwin coming into his kingdom. The election at Newport was the sign of his arrival.
There are critics who attribute Mr. Baldwin's rise to power as if it were due to the luck and chance of the Carlton' Club meeting. It was there, they point out, that a man of second class ability came into first class office. In point of fact it was first class office that gradually turned him into a less than second class figure. If a statesman is to touch the nerve centre of politics to-day he cannot do so from high office. He can go on attempting to do so by holding international conferences and addressing mass meetings, which only represent the last petals of the flower of pre-War politics after the sap has ceased to flow in the stem. The central government cannot revive the roots of the political tree. The House of Commons can only bluff, it can never cure the paralysis of the English provinces. It has been said that Mr. Baldwin showed no promise at the Board of Trade, that Mr. Bonar Law was not impressed by him and that he was overshadowed by the galaxy of Coalition talent. What would those critics have wished him to do